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Celebrating 35 Years! We Could Not Have Done It Without You

Woodlands remains committed to meeting the needs of orphaned and injured native wildlife and 
those that care about them. For 35 years you, our heroes, have supported us in this ever changing and 
often challenging effort. Your generosity, whether financial, or goods, or services or simply kind 
words have always been our inspiration to continue on. When it seemed questionable that we could or 
should you were there keeping us afloat in many wonderful ways. As we move beyond this major 
milestone of 35 years we are forever grateful to have you as part of the Woodlands family! We look 
forward to our continued growth with your support as we make new tracks toward the future. 

 Love the world as your own self; then you can truly care for all things. —Lao Tzu
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FROM THE DIRECTOR

ANIMAL HIGHLIGHTS

Tracy Leaver
Look deep into nature, and then you will understand everything better. —Albert Einstein 

Orphaned 10 day old red fox kit 

Trends in Wild Populations

We have seen some interesting changes in wildlife populations. At 
Woodlands in recent years we have also witnessed interesting changes in the 
number of certain species admitted. From 2019 into 2020 we had the most 
gray squirrel admissions ever with nearly 400 for that time period! In 
2020 we had double our average number of chipmunks bringing us to 
over 38 admissions. We even had calls and questions from the public about 
the high populations of gray squirrels they were seeing in their areas. This 
year, 2021, we admitted double our average number of red foxes, having 
close to 60 admissions. Nearly half of those being orphaned fox kits 
and the rest were older with injuries or mange infestations. In nature 
animal populations peak and decline naturally, often referred to as 
‘booms and busts’ in populations. We found it interesting that we saw an 
increased population of prey species (gray squirrels and chipmunks) 
followed the next year by a predatory species (red fox).

We will continue to exercise caution by not having indoor fundraising events but with a bit of luck 
we hope to revisit them later in 2022. In the meantime, we appreciate that you have enjoyed and 
supported our new and creative ways to fundraise and have enjoyed your feedback!  

As we lay tracks toward our future we must recognize that the number of wild patients we are caring 
for has more than doubled over the past 6 years. The past 2 years have each seen an increase of about 
300 admissions. While our commitment remains fierce and our fundraising efforts constant it is a 
daunting task to support these growth challenges. Our funding has to continue to grow as well to keep 
our vision clear and strong.

These have been strange times and I am sure many of you experienced difficult times during this past 
year and yet you have kept Woodlands and our precious wildlife in your thoughts and hearts. There 
aren’t words fitting enough to express my immense gratitude. After all, without you we could not be.

On behalf of everyone at Woodlands, I wish you and your family good health in 2022.

Thank you for supporting Woodlands Wildlife Refuge through 35 years! Who 
knew our 35th would be yet another difficult year of working during a 
continuing pandemic! You have helped us keep our doors open and have once 
again enabled us to care for a record number of wild patients. While working 
under pandemic restrictions has remained challenging, our staff and volunteers 
have taken our new procedures and increased health and safety precautions in 
stride and have carried on caring for our orphaned and injured wildlife. 

Executive Director
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almost 1700 patients were admitted.

  
Call Woodlands at 908-730-8300 or 

ANIMAL HIGHLIGHTS

Mange fox before and after treatment Kim Siegel

Hatchling snapping turtle 
from eggs we incubated. 

A red bat during exam

Timber rattlesnake

  
Linda Mooney ie

Flying squirrel siblings

Infant squirrel before and after during rehabilitation

         Did You Know? 
Mange is caused by an infestation of Sarcoptes scabiei 
canis, a burrowing mite, causing intense itching from an 
allergic reaction to the mite and resulting in hair loss. 

Mange in itself is not life threatening, however serious 
problems can arise due to secondary issues caused by the

infestation.

The mites are spread through direct contact with other 
infected animals. In that sense, it’s a "social" disease 
commonly transmitted during mating and in den sites. 
Although a healthy animal, well fed and non-stressed, 
may have the mites present on their body, their 
immune system may fight off and overcomes any 
problems.

Depending on the animal's immune system they may do 
well or succumb to the point where they are looking for 
easy food and shelter. At that point they may be easily 
trapped and admitted to a wildlife rehabilitation 
facility for treatment, which is usually successful. 

Dispensing treatment in the wild may be deadly to 
other animals and is highly discouraged. 

If you observe an animal with mange please contact us at 
the number below for further advice. 

In 21   

Over 490 rabbits, 
over 318 grey squirrels, 
over 80 opossums, over 

100 reptiles and 
amphibians, over 30 

skunks, over 290 raccoons, 
40 woodchucks, and many 
red squirrels, foxes, bats, 

chipmunks, and more! See 
current numbers at 

woodlandswildlife.org

A vole, an uncommon patient

www.woodlandswildlife.org
www.njawr.com


Scan to shop our store          Scan to donate directly
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NEW! We are excited to announce that we are now able to 
accept donations of stock. Donors have already taken 
advantage of this opportunity! For more information visit. 
https://stockdonator.com/stock-information/?oid=ccf876f5

https://stockdonator.com/stock-information/?oid=ccf876f5
www.igive.com/woodlandswildliferefuge
www.woodlandswildlife.org
www.smile.amazon.com


NEWS & EVENTS
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Woodlands’ Education Programs

Wildlife Watch streams live daily on our website! 
 

 
  our website at the link 

here or 

Visit https://woodlandswildlife.org/volunteerinfo/ to 
get a release site application and full information.

S - Virtual Auction

Due to the ongoing restrictions from the 
COVID-19 pandemic, we will be having a 
virtual Spring for Wildlife auction event March 
20-25, 2022. We hope to plan other outdoor
in person events during nicer weather. Check
our website and social media for updates on
virtual events and latest updates.

Donor Spotlight-James Fiorentino

Thank you to James 
Fiorentino, for his ongoing 
and generous support of 
Woodlands Wildlife Refuge. 
James is considered one of 
the most renowned sports 
artists in the country. 
Fiorentino has distinguished 
himself as a wildlife artist with 
skill and versatility that 
positions him above the rest in 
this regard. His remarkable, 
realistic qualities evoke a 
great deal of emotion. 

Little Bear watercolor created for Woodlands' W.O.W.S.A 
exhibition (pictured above). 

https://woodlandswildlife.org/wildlifewatch.htm
https://woodlandswildlife.org/EducationPrograms.htm
https://woodlandswildlife.org/volunteerinfo


VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
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21 VOLUNTEERS 

 Thank You!2021 INTERNS

WOODLANDS WILDLIFE REFUGE SEEKS VOLUNTEERS & INTERNS! 
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This year’s Volunteer Spotlight 
goes to Brooke Maziarz! Brooke 
started her volunteer journey at 
Woodlands in 2017. It was the 
end of her high school years and 
she was eager to work with animals 
and explore paths in the animal 
industry. As an animal lover, with 
a variety of pets of her own, 
Brooke set goals for herself to 
learn more. She strives to learn to 
work with a variety of wildlife species 
and grow in her skills in the 
animal care field.

Woodlands Wildlife Refuge is grateful to our 2021 interns!

Haley Bucci - Millersville University, Corayma Curto - Rutgers University, 
Ferris Harrison - Syracuse/Rutgers University, Gabrielle Maroulis - Kansas State 
University,  Jennifer Mugrauer - Rutgers University, Mary Reilly - Hunterdon County 
Polytech, Angelica Rojas - Rutgers University, Shakthi Sivaram - Rutgers University, 
Jessica Stochel - Rutgers University, Olivia Stettler - Raritan Valley Community College, 
Angela Peters - The University of Rhode Island, and Carly Villanueva -Rutgers University. 

We are thankful to all of our volunteers for helping us through the COVID-19 pandemic. 

For the past four years, Brooke has grown in her skills to 
become an experienced animal handler at Woodlands.  She now 
helps to mentor other volunteers and interns as a shift leader on 
Thursday evenings with whom she proudly refers to as “the 
Thursday night crew” and her good friends. In 2018 Brooke 
also completed our Animal Caregiver internship in which 
she experienced her favorite memory at Woodlands. Brooke 
shared that, “One of my most favorite experiences at Woodlands 
was my first day as an intern which also happened to be the 
day of last bear release [of the year], I got to watch our staff 
work more closely with the [sedated] bears and see them 
up close myself which is something I never thought I would 
experience.” 

This year Brooke started working as a veterinary assistant. She 
shared that, “Woodlands has helped me learn different ways to 
handle animals, provide care and better assess injuries when 
intakes come in or new injuries are found. Woodlands has also 
made me a better assistant and taught me many things that I use 
everyday at my job.” Woodlands Wildlife Refuge is grateful to 
have such a dedicated volunteer as Brooke, who is always eager to 
learn and grow. We are thankful for her amazing gift of time 
and the careful thought she puts into the care of every animal 
she helps as a part of our team.

www.woodlandswildlife.org


IN APPRECIATION

FOX LEVEL PARTNERSHIP $5,000

Woodlands Wildlife Refuge Inc. 
Annual Business Partnerships  

partners in wildlife preservation

A sincere thank you to our Annual Business Partners:

TURTLE LEVEL PARTNERSHIP $1,000

RACCOON LEVEL PARTNERSHIP $2,500

 
 

 

Franklin Lakes Animal Hospital 

Lakota Wolf Preserve
Laura J. Niles Foundation 

 

New Jersey Pinelands Commission

 

          
 TNC provides Woodlands with suitable release sites for a variety of species. 

        
   

 
 

Somerset Regional Animal Shelter 
Somerset County Park Commission
Taussig Foundation 

 
Donati Family Charitable Foundation 

The  

 
 

The individuals who gave a donation or support of any kind 
Those providing release sites 

http://www.woodlandswildlife.org/wwrtnc
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STAY CONNECTED!
FRIEND US ON FACEBOOK!

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER!

VISIT OUR WEBSITE!
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Ferris Harrison, Wildlife Caregiver
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