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Our year began with 40 orphaned squirrels wintering 
over and waiting for a spring release. We never know 
what to expect going into our busy season and 
planned for the usual challenges and steady intake of 
wild patients. As the weather improved we gave those 
40 squirrels their freedom and were immediately 
inundated with 100 infant squirrels! By early March 
we were well into our busy season with a multitude of 
infant raccoons, opossums and skunks, injured 
mammals and reptiles, and more coming every day.

Keep Calm and Carry On
A record-breaking year during a pandemic

“Never be afraid to trust an uncertain 
fate to a known God.” – Corrie Ten Boom

And then came COVID-19 with the state 
mandates, curfews and shutdowns. This challenge we 
could not have prepared for. Suddenly we were faced with 
serious questions. Do we stay open? Should we stay 
open? Can we stay open? How do we stay open? After 
serious consideration and creative solutions, we 
implemented a careful plan to stay open that focused on 
keeping our staff, volunteers and public safe while 
continuing to care for orphaned and injured wildlife. 
With limited volunteers, sweeping adjustments,  changes 
to our admitting process, and social distancing, we 
carried on with no idea what to expect next.

Incredibly, we experienced an immediate 
increase in the need for our services while the state was 
under quarantine and other facilities began to limit their 
work. We were caring for more animals than ever before 
and managing with fewer people. At the same time, we 
had to cancel in person volunteer orientations, education 
programs and major fundraising events. Our carefully 
managed resources were being greatly challenged.

The adjustments were constant as the pandemic kept on 
and we became more creative and found new ways to 
raise awareness of the services we provide. We began 
virtual volunteer orientations and education programs 
that still allowed us to share the amazing work we do and 
provide wildlife information. We expanded our online 
fundraising and held successful virtual events. 

Despite all the unpredictable challenges of 2020, 
this was still a record-breaking year with more than 300 
additional animals compared to 2019, bringing us to 
over 1,700 admissions! We are humbled and honored to 
have been able to continue this work with the generous 
support of our volunteers, donors, staff, Board of 
Trustees, and veterinarians. The next several months are 
a complete unknown, but with continued support we 
plan once again to keep calm and carry on.



FROM THE DIRECTOR

ANIMAL HIGHLIGHTS

Coyote - Rare Patient Alert!

“In times of uncertainty, let nature be your refuge.” – Lucy Jones

Tracy Leaver

Thank you for supporting Woodlands Wildlife Refuge through this extremely difficult 
year! Our wildlife is not affected by our current human pandemic crisis and I cannot 
express well enough how grateful I am that our doors have remained open. Incredibly, it has 
been our busiest year ever, caring for 300 more wild patients than last year, bringing the year 
to date total exceeding 1,700!  It has been challenging with COVID -19 restrictions and 
precautions, and fewer resources overall. Kudos to our staff as we changed how we do just 
about everything, and to our volunteers for staying safe by carefully following new procedures. 

Coyote at intake  Donna Pontrelli

An adult male coyote arrived in February. He was found in a deep window 
well and loaded with parasites! A mange infestation was obvious, but a trip to the 
Voorhees Corner Veterinary Clinic revealed that he was only 27 pounds, very 
emaciated, and also tested positive for Lyme and heartworm disease. He made it 
through several days of critical care, but had a long road ahead. His wild spirit was 
apparent and so we were optimistic he could recover. Slowly but surely, he began 
eating and regaining his strength. His medical treatment for all 3 diseases was on 
board and a long-term plan was in place. After weeks of treatment, we slowly saw him 
gain weight and his fur start to grow back. It took several months of rehabilitation for 
the coyote to recover well enough to regain his freedom and return to the wild!  
Thank you again to everyone who donated towards his care and helped him get a 
second chance. You helped us make this possible! His release video can be found on 
our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/wildrehab.

We spent most of the year never knowing what we would have to change next. It has been exhausting cancelling 
fundraising events, creating other ways to fundraise, and hoping for the best but not really knowing how things would 
turn out. Woodlands has made it through many tough challenges over the years but this is by far the scariest. We are still 
looking at so many unknowns as we try to prepare 2021 and most likely another record-breaking year for wild patients. 

I have always had faith that this organization is meant to be, and with the incredible generosity of our supporters 
we will get through tough times. I ask for your continued assistance as we remain dedicated to helping our wildlife and 
the human community that cares about them. 

On a positive note - help us celebrate Woodlands’ 35th Anniversary as we ring in 2021! This amazing feat is made 
possible by you! Because without you we could not be.

On behalf of everyone at Woodlands, I wish you and your family well and please stay safe.
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ANIMAL HIGHLIGHTS

Coyote after months of rehabilitation Heather Freeman

One of our adult raccoon 
patients gave birth to a litter 
while recovering from a 
broken foot! 

State endangered bobcat

Young red fox

Opossums 

Young striped skunk

A weasel aka ermine
a rare patient! 

Some turtle species can travel up to 1 mile away from 

the closest water source to lay their eggs. 

When turtles and/or snakes hatch they are immediately 

independent with no need for parental care and do not 

need rescuing. 

Some snakes give birth to live young, while others lay eggs. 

Nests of eggs should not be disturbed as this could 

disrupt their development and make them non-viable. 

Turtles of all ages have strong instincts for where they 

journey to within their home range seasonally. 

It is illegal in the state of New Jersey to remove any wild 

animal from their habitat and keep it in your 

possession.

In 20 

Over 400 rabbits, 
3 coyote, over 390 grey 

squirrels, over 180 
opossums, over 100 

reptiles and amphibians, 
over 20 skunks, over 

270 raccoons, 30 
woodchucks, also red 
squirrels, foxes, bats, 

chipmunks, and more! 
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NEW! We are excited to announce that we are now able to 
accept donations of stock. Donors have already taken 
advantage of this opportunity! For more information visit. 
https://stockdonator.com/stock-information/?oid=ccf876f5

https://stockdonator.com/stock-information/?oid=ccf876f5
www.igive.com/woodlandswildliferefuge
www.woodlandswildlife.org
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Woodlands’ Education Programs

Wildlife Watch streams live daily on our website! 
 

  our website at the link 
here or 

Due to the ongoing restrictions from the COVID-19 
pandemic, we will not be having a Spring for Wildlife 
event in March 2021. We hope to plan something 
during nicer weather. Check our website and social 
media for updates on virtual events and latest updates. 

Two Eagle Scout Projects 
benefit Woodlands

S - Cancelled. Again.

Thank you to Kevin York from troop 108 in 
Quakertown for building new raccoon enclosures 
(pictured above) and to Andrew Szalus from Troop 
84 in Somerville for creating a new outdoor area for 
our educational sulcata tortoise Roomba (pictured 
below). Woodlands was honored and grateful to have 
these scouts fullfill their Eagle Scout projects with us! 

www.woodlandswildlife.org/release.htm
https://woodlandswildlife.org/wildlifewatch.htm
https://woodlandswildlife.org/EducationPrograms.htm


VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
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20 VOLUNTEERS 

2020 INTERNS
 Thank You!

Lynne has spent most of her career in the pharmaceutical industry but 
enjoys spending her free time immersed in nature.
When asked what her favorite experience has been at Woodlands 
Wildlife Refuge, Lynne shared that, “One of my most rewarding 
experiences was releasing a large snapping turtle, brought to us after 
being struck by a car.  Prehistoric looking with long claws, bony armor, 
large head and powerful jaw... it amazed me to think that this species 
has survived for over 90 million years.  At the wooded release site near 
a lake, I watched as the snapper got its bearings and lumbered slowly 
and heavily towards the water. Despite its awkwardness on land, it was 
beautiful to watch it gracefully glide into the water until fully 
submerged.  It was the culmination of months of care and fulfilling to 
consider that perhaps it would now live another 20+ years.”

Lynne also shared that after four years of volunteering she still 
marvels at the hard work and dedication of the woodlands staff and 
volunteers and admires that no animal in need is ever turned away 
regardless of species or situation. Lynne shares, “Every one of our 
intakes, be it a tiny mouse or a raucous squirrel or an orphaned bear 
cub...is given the same amazing care and attention by Woodlands
staff and volunteers.  Further, seeing the look of relief and gratitude 
on a finders face as they drop off an injured, ill or orphaned animal
into our care reinforces how special Woodlands is.”
Woodlands Wildlife Refuge is grateful to have a well rounded
and dedicated volunteer such as Lynne and we are thankful
for her incredible gift of time and commitment to the team.
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WOODLANDS WILDLIFE REFUGE SEEKS VOLUNTEERS & INTERNS! 

Woodlands Wildlife Refuge is grateful to  20 : 
Morgan DiBella - Rutgers University, Kristina Ollo - Montclair State University, Veronica Thompson - Franklin & 
Marshall College, Paige Hezel - Stockton University, Mike Grabon - Michigan State University, Jessica Pearlstein - 
The Ohio State University, Alyssa Gruber - Stockton University  

 
We are thankful to all the volunteers that were able to continue helping us during this extraordinary year! 
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Lynne Swanbeck eagerly began her 
volunteer journey with  Woodlands 
Wildlife Refuge in 2016 when, as she 
puts it, she “plain and simple wanted 
to work with and help animals”. 

Lynne has been an integral part     
of the Woodlands team during     
this time, often staying late past her 
shift and helping extra whenever 
possible including participating in 
events and releases. 

www.woodlandswildlife.org


IN APPRECIATION

FOX LEVEL PARTNERSHIP $5,000

Woodlands Wildlife Refuge Inc. 
Annual Business Partnerships  

partners in wildlife preservation

A sincere thank you to our Annual Business Partners:

TURTLE LEVEL PARTNERSHIP $1,000

RACCOON LEVEL PARTNERSHIP $2,500
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Paragano Family Foundation 
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 TNC provides Woodlands 

with suitable release sites for a variety of species. 

 
         

 

http://www.woodlandswildlife.org/WWRTNC.htm
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STAY CONNECTED!
FRIEND US ON FACEBOOK!

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER!

VISIT OUR WEBSITE!

KEEP CALM AND CARRY ON 
COYOTE - RARE PATIENT ALERT!

FOLLOW US ON !




