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There are eight species of bears in the world: black, brown,
panda, polar, spectacled, moon, sun and sloth. These bears
were represented when more than one hundred delegates
from 14 different countries representing zoos, sanctuaries,
the fields of research and biology, and wildlife rehabilitation
facilities attended the Advancing Bear Care (ABC)
Conference in Clinton, NJ in October. Woodlands
partnered with The Bear Care Group to host this biennial
conference held in different parts of the world. This amazing
group of people came together to share knowledge, expertise,
techniques and ideas to improve the care, well-being and
understanding of all bear species. Many wonderful
international organizations dedicated to bears as well as other
wild animal species were in attendance.
Woodlands was proud to have Tracy Leaver, Executive
Director as a Key Note speaker presenting Woodlands’ 18
year Black Bear Rehabilitation, Release and Research
Program, its challenges and successes. The five days of
inspiring workshops and lectures included an afternoon at
Woodlands where visitors learned more about the work
Woodlands does with all mammal and reptile species and
toured the facility. After enjoying lunch together they were

given a surprise performance by Key Wilde and Mr.
Clarke, singing “A Bear Song”, written especially for
the group.
Many delegates stayed an extra day to lend helping
hands at Woodlands. Grace bear got extra special
treatment for her advancing years. Her enclosure
doubled in size and outfitted with additional foraging
areas, easily accessible bedding and water areas, and a fire
hose hammock!
We are deeply grateful for Grace’s international fan
club formed by The Winton Foundation for the Welfare
of Bears, Scotland that has made a commitment to raise
funds for her on going care. Den boxes were made, cages
painted, enrichment elements added to Lady Jane’s lynx
and Buddy’s raccoon enclosures, and the bear enclosure
got a new log climbing structure. All in all this hard
working and generous group accomplished several
weeks of work in a single magical day that will never
be forgotten.
Woodlands is honored to have partnered with the Bear
Care Group and deeply appreciative of the knowledge
shared among the delegates and the generosity shown.

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can
change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.” ~ Margaret Mead

For more information about The Bear Care Group and
The Winton Foundation for the Welfare of Bears
Please visit: www.bearcaregroup.org and
www.wintonbearfoundation.org
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ANIMAL HIGHLIGHTS

Snakes, Snakes, and More Snakes!
Every year we prepare ourselves, volunteers, and facility for the 100's of orphaned infants that will need
our care. This Spring was very different after we received a call from the New Jersey Endangered and
Nongame Species Program (ENSP). Many snakes had been displaced by construction and needed
temporary housing until the weather was warm enough for release. The 150 snakes of various species
included ringneck, black racer, garter, black rat, copperhead, and milk snakes had arrived for a long day
of processing. We were honored to work with the ENSP and the University of Pennsylvania while these
snakes were given microchips and transmitters as part of a greater research project. Each snake required a
full examination, species specific housing and diets. Most stayed for a minimum of 6 weeks before being
successfully released. During that time we continued to receive the usual numerous orphaned raccoons,
squirrels, rabbits, and more. Once again Woodlands rose to the challenge!
Eastern milk snake - Photo by H. Freeman

FROM THE DIRECTOR
As usual it has been a year of surprises! After all this time I can still say “never a dull
moment”. While experiencing yet another busy year of admitting and caring for almost 900
orphaned and injured wild animals, we planned for the Advancing Bear Care Conference,
helping to secure the venue, line up volunteers, plan presentations and presenters, and secure
supplies. Our other two staff members; Melissa and Heather, completed their yearlong
Apprenticeship training with me and are now licensed wildlife rehabilitators! Their
commitment to Woodlands is very much appreciated and this achievement makes our small but
mighty team even more proficient in the care given to our wild patients.
Woodlands has always worked New Jersey’s snakes but received additional training from
New Jersey’s Endangered and Non Game Species Program (NJENSP) to begin working
with venomous snakes, assisting them with a research project. What a shock it was to be
asked just a short time later if we could immediately take in over 150 snakes of various species! With this amazing
experience we gained invaluable knowledge.
Hosting the Advancing Bear Care conference was an honor and the amount of knowledge and support gained will
benefit Woodlands forever. We are especially grateful to The Winton Foundation for the Welfare of Bears.
We completed some major projects: installing a visual barrier on our bear enclosure, improved electric, and a new pond
pump and flood lights. A wall was rebuilt in our storage barn as well as those many projects completed by conference delegates!
In early October we opened Woodlands up to the public with our 1st Annual Community Day. Attended by more than 250
people, we were astounded by this level of interest and support. I can’t even begin to thank everyone enough. It was so
heartwarming to share Woodlands and educate attendees of all ages about New Jersey’s wildlife and the work we do on its behalf.
In closing I am humbled and honored to be receiving the Conserve Wildlife Foundation of New Jersey’s Women & Wildlife
Award in December. This award celebrates and recognizes outstanding women for their achievements and advances in
protecting New Jersey’s threatened and endangered species.
Woodlands remains strong in its commitment to continue to meet the needs of both the wild and human
communities. As we continue to grow we need your support more than ever. It is only because of your generosity that we
can continue to offer our services.

Sincerely,

Tracy Leaver
Executive Director

“Generosity is the most natural outward expression of an inner attitude of compassion and loving-kindness.” -Dalai Lama XIV
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ANIMAL HIGHLIGHTS

Between January and November more
than 850 animals were admitted.

Beaverly Beaver was released!

Buddy! Woodlands' newest
education animal

Copperhead snake - Photo by M. Anahory

One of 9 bear cubs released!

Surprise! An orphaned mink
Over 90 orphaned raccoons!

Performing a physical exam - Photo by M. Anahory
12 bobcats cared for!

If you find an orphaned or injured wild animal:
Call Woodlands at 908-730-8300 or
find a rehabilitator closest to you at www.njawr.org

Did You
Know?

Fall_12_Newsletter.indd Nov 13th.indd 3

Orphaned grey squirrel!

Photos by Tracy Leaver, Heather Freeman,
Jane Bullis, and Melissa Anahory

New Jersey is home to over 1,000 animal species including
approximately 90 mammals, 400 birds, 36 amphibians,
43 reptiles , and 300 fish!
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NEWS & EVENTS
Give Gifts That Give Twice! Your Gift Giving Benefits The Wildlife We Care For
Shop Our Online Store at woodlandswildlife.org or call 908-730-8300 ext. 8

Foster a Favorite Wild Species
Foster a wild animal for yourself or
someone special and make a lasting impact
on wildlife preservation while helping our
organization continue to save hundreds of
animals every year. Take part today and
give wildlife a second chance.

Own Our Award Winning Book!
“This beautifully told tale of compassion will
entertain and inspire both children and adults. And
it will also encourage conversations about the
importance of caring for wild animals, who
deserve to share this planet with us. Broke Leg Bear
demonstrates how saving just one animal at a time
can truly make a diff erence.”
Jane Goodall, PhD, DBE

This adorable 9” plush teddy black bear is
perfect on its own and as a compliment
to"Broke Leg Bear"

Shop For Critters
Our Amazon wish list gives you the opportunity
to provide our wild patients with much needed items! These gifts
can be purchased and shipped directly to Woodlands right from
the comfort of your home. Visit Amazon.com, click wish list on
the upper right side, and search for Woodlands Wildlife Refuge.

Donating Made Easy
Give With iGive

With the holidays just around the corner,
it is easier than ever to support Woodlands.
All you have to do is shop at your favorite online store and
earn money for Woodlands every time!
Register at www.iGive.com/Woodlandswildliferefuge.
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Other Ways To Support Woodlands
Be Proud! Wear Woodlands!

Get your Woodlands apparel now! Browse our online store
for a selection of t-shirts and embroidered styles available
in long sleeve, short sleeve, and polos in assorted colors!

Every Amount Makes a Difference!
Our monthly giving program makes it easy to donate and
provides a stable flow of support we can count on. Our
monthly supporters receive a special thank you in our
newsletter and special benefits. See enclosed envelope.
1) Wildlife Sustainer: minimum monthly donation of $15.00
2) Wildlife Partner: minimum of $25.00 per month.
Includes one General Admission Ticket to our Spring For
Wildlife Gala. (formerly Anniversary Partner)
3) Wildlife Champion: minimum of $75.00 per month and
includes two General Admission Tickets to our Spring For
Wildlife Gala.
4) Wildlife Society: minimum of $125.00 per month.
These extraordinary members will receive 2 VIP tickets to our
Spring For Wildlife Gala and a half page ad in the event program.

Woodlands Earns With Every Swipe!
Capital One Visa: Woodlands is proud to offer his unique
program with Capital One VISA credit cards. Every time you
make a purchase Woodlands earns a reward Apply now at:
www.cardlabconnect.com/woodlandswildliferefuge
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NEWS & EVENTS

Save the Date!
Spring
for

Wildlife
17th Annual Gala & Auction
On Friday April 11th, 2014 Woodlands will have their
17th Annual Spring For Wildlife FUNdraiser! If you
are interested in becoming a sponsor or would like to
donate an auction item, be part of our planning
committee please contact us at 908.730.8300, ext. 8
to get involved!

Projects Galore!

Woodlands'Communty Day!

On October 20th Woodlands opened its doors to the
community! A variety of interactive stations shared
information with more than 250 visitors about
wildlife, including endangered and threatened species.
Tours were included and guests met the education
animals. At the Kid’s Den children guessed at wild
elements in mystery boxes, and created wildlife
t-shirts. Woodlands is grateful for the level of interest
shown in the work we do, and generous admission
donations and purchases at our gift store. You made it
a success! We look forward to our 2nd Annual
Woodlands’ Community Day in October 2014!

Woodlands’ Education Programs

Woodlands has been busy! This year we have taken on 3
major projects. In late summer we completed a metal
fencing addition to our large bear enclosure, and
repurposing of a barn area with the help of volunteers.
Cathouse Project funds are being raised for the expansion
and enhancement of large cat enclosures for rehabilitating
bobcats and our Canadian lynx, Lady Jane!
Roomba’s Room is an ongoing project to raise funds to
create a four season outdoor enclosure for our
educational African Sulcata tortoise, Roomba, who has
grown from 7lbs to over 50lbs. To sponsor a project visit
the foster section of our website or call our hotline.

Precious & Wild 2013
Congratulations to Lynn
M.K. Franklin, this year’s
winner of a one of a kind
diamond
and
dendrite
pendant! We would like to
sincerely
thank
Roman
Jewelers and designer Allyson
Quaglia for their extreme generosity and to all of you who
participated in our Precious and Wild Raffle.
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Woodlands Wildlife Refuge offers a wide array of
science based education programs for all age
groups. Both on site and off site programs are
available. Programs can be modified to fit your
specific needs! For full program descriptions and
pricing visit the education section of our
website at www.woodlandswildlife.org or call
908-730-8300 ext 7 to schedule a program!
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
Growing up, Eric Brodean
always had an interest in
animals. In 2007 he was
invited to attend the
Woodlands Mardi Gras Gala
and Auction (now known as
Spring for Wildlife) and felt
as if he wanted to volunteer
right away! He was excited to
learn of the opportunities to
work hands on with the
animals and attended a
volunteer orientation.
Since then, Eric’s skills in animal handling have grown
and he is now a highly trained volunteer who is able to give
medications, critical care, and supervise others. Eric says
that throughout the years his most memorable experience
at Woodlands Wildlife Refuge was “being able to bottle
feed the newborn black bear cubs that were brought into
Woodlands late in the winter a few years back. I was
amazed at how strong they were at such a tender age, and
also that they were born fully equipped with claws which
they readily used”.
Since 2007 Eric has donated over 700 hours of his free
time as a dedicated volunteer to the refuge. In his
professional life he is a scientist at Merck and collaborates
with other scientists at Merck to develop Biologics which
are typically used to target various forms of Cancer. As an
employee of Merck, Eric makes his volunteerism go even
further with the “Dollars for Doers” program which allows
him to volunteer at Woodlands with pay during work hours
for up to 40 hours per year.Once the hours are completed,
Merck donates $500 to Woodlands. They also donate an
additional $500 when he volunteers another 40 hours on
his own time.Eric states, “It's a wonderful program, and I

2013 INTERNS
Grant Butts
Rutgers University
New Brunswick, New Jersey
Nicolette Casselli
Richard Stockton College
Galloway, New Jersey

Wendy Flores
Rutgers University
New Brunswick, New Jersey
Alicja Reczynska
University of Maryland
College Park, MD

graciously thank Merck and my managers there for allowing
me to participate in the program to help earn vital funds for
Woodlands.” Woodlands could not be more thankful for
Eric’s dedicated service to our organization and New Jersey
wildlife.

2013 VOLUNTEERS
Andover
Sandi Avery

Pittstown
Frenchtown
Lexis Hubert
Lynne Lauck
Deb Welaish-Sutphen Matt Prior
Ilona Wilde
High Bridge
Sharon Wong
Eric Brodean
Rosell
Jane Leuthauser
Karina Grau
Michele Sitar

Annandale
Sarah Popa
Avenel
Diane Radwanski
Bloomsbury
Jonetta Williams

Hillsborough

Susan Clerico
Karen Meyer

Cartaret
Joanne Spoganetz
Califon
Karen Kaplan

Lebanon

Matt Klitsch

Lisa Infosino
Milford
Katy Bungay
Linda Kiesel

Clinton
Sue Ann SecciaHarnden
Kelly Sorochinski Neshanic Station
Nicole Herbert
Flemington
Michele Fowler- Phillipsburg
Heather Conrad
Stewart
Schuyler Todd
Linda Mooney

Three Bridges
Ellen Wexler
Wayne
Nick Maffei
West Windsor
Priscilla Purnick
Wharton
Antoinette Larceri
Whitehouse Station
Suzanne Anderson

Thank You!
Liam Smith
Rutgers University
New Brunswick, New Jersey
Micaela Tatman
University of Tampa
Tampa, FL

Melissa Whalen
Chestnut Hill College
Philadelphia, PA

WOODLANDS WILDLIFE REFUGE SEEKS VOLUNTEERS & INTERNS!
Find out more at www.woodlandswildlife.org
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IN APPRECIATION
Woodlands Wildlife Refuge Inc.
Annual Business Partnerships

partners in wildlife preservation
The Woodlands Wildlife Refuge Business Partnership is designed to build long term,
meaningful relationships with area businesses. It will benefit your company, by helping
to: bolster morale, meet philanthropic goals, demonstrate your commitment to social
responsibility, and promote your positive image. Visit woodlandswildlife.org/partnerships
to further benefits of becoming a business partner.

A sincere thank you to our Annual Business Partners:
Fox Level Partnership $5,000

Raccoon Level Partnership $2,500
turtLe LeveL PartnershiP $1,000

Special thanks to :
• PNC bank
• Jeff Leaver Construction
• The E.D. Foundation
• Fox Lumber
• Dr. Keith Ross and staff at the
• The Schamann Brozowski
Animal Hospital Clinton-Perryville Foundation
• New Jersey Division of Fish
• Crown Veterinary Hospital
and Wildlife Bear Team
• Everyone who cared enough to
• Margo for Animals
help save a wild animal
• Basil Bandwagon
• Those who gave any donation of
• Snyder Farm
any kind. We are truly grateful.
• Barbour Foundation
Monthly Supporters 2013
• Cestone Foundation
Donna Aragona Carol Szul
• PSE&G Foundation
Kathi Thonet
• HOLT Charitable Foundation William Beer
Conny
Boettcher
Jayna Tutino
• Shoprite of Hunterdon
Leslie Dobbins
Christine Walsh
• Exxon Mobil
Alyce Horsch
Deb Welaish-Sutphen
• S.O.R.T. org
Lora Muckin
Jan Wiley
• Walmart Foundation
Margaret Murphy
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Tracks Toward the Future
Campaign Contributors
Our sincerest thanks to:
Catherine Chou & Joe Carannante,
Nest and Annual Funds
Deborah Hirt, Nest Fund and Annual Fund
Deb Welaish-Sutphen, Nest and Annual Funds
Deborah Weyman, Nest and Education Fund
Jeff Welaish & Christyn Olmstead, Nest Fund
Joan & Paul Ausmann, Nest Fund
Karen Bowker & Fernando Batista,
Nest, Education, and Annual Funds
Kevin Sullivan, Nest Fund
KL Electric, Nest and Education Funds
Marc Holzapfel & Debbie Mans, Nest Fund
Susan & Stan Bennett, Nest Fund and Annual Fund
Please contact us to learn how you can become involved.
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Woodlands Wildlife Refuge, Inc.®
P.O. Box 5046 • Clinton, NJ 08809
908.730.8300
Our Mission
To receive, rehabilitate, and release injured
and orphaned native wildlife.
To educate people about wild animal habits and habitats.
To protect and create natural environments where
people and animals exist in harmony.
Board of Directors
Deb Welaish-Sutphen, President
Jean Churchill, Vice President
Cynthia Salus,Secretary
Karen L. Bowker, Treasurer
Lora Muckin, Board Member
Ruth Coules, Board Member
Margo Biblin, Board Member
Jayna Tutino, Board Member
Michele Fowler-Stewart, Board Member
Staff
Tracy Leaver, Executive Director
Melissa Anahory, Program and Operations Assistant
Heather Freeman,
Wildlife Care and Volunteer Supervisor
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Bearford and Bearington -Photo by A. Langan

sTay connecTed!
Friend us on Facebook!

www.facebook.com/woodlandswildliferefuge

Follow us on Twitter!
www .twitter.com/wildrehab
VISIT OUR WEBSITE!
www.woodlandswildlife.org
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