
 

  Always you are met with a penetrating stare and a 
guttural growl that begins low in the chest and grows 
as it travels up and explodes in an impressive hiss and 
bluff charge, reminding you what you are dealing with. 
Woodlands is proud to have released all but one of these 
magnificent creatures.
   It is of great interest and hope that five of the ten cats we 
have worked with have been admitted over the past year and 
a half. Is this because the population is truly recovering, 
or due to greater public awareness or improved hunter 
education and reporting? Perhaps it is combination of all 
of these. However, it is a very good sign that one of the 
more recent bobcats Woodlands treated and released was 
a 6 month old female found below Route 80 in Warren 
County. This may indicate a spread of the population 
beyond one of its more formidable barriers.
 Woodlands is honored and humbled to have the 
opportunity to help one of New Jersey’s most magnificent 
wild animals – the elusive and state-endangered bobcat.
 

Some information was found in the New Jersey Endangered and 
Threatened Species Field Guide at www.conservewildlife.org
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The bobcat is a true predator that stalks its prey with 
stealth and patience, and with just one leap the hunt 
is over. And yet, this top of the food chain feline is an 
endangered species in New Jersey. While extremely 
versatile in normal circumstances the bobcat population 
has not fared well since the late 1800’s due to excessive 
hunting and habitat destruction as massive areas were 
cleared for lumber, charcoal and agriculture. Later, 
construction of major highways crisscrossing the state 
played a major part by fragmenting crucial habitat and 
creating isolated populations that have since declined 
drastically. In 1991 the bobcat was listed as a state 
endangered species.
  In the late 1970’s several New England bobcats were 
released into New Jersey in hopes of restoring the 
population. A research project by New Jersey Division 
of Fish and Wildlife’s Threatened and Endangered 
Species Program has been ongoing to monitor and study 
the efficacy of this project. With radio telemetry, bobcat 
scat scenting dogs, more confirmed sightings, hunter 
education and involvement, and improved reporting it 
appears that the bobcat population is growing.
    Woodlands’ own small part in the world of the bobcat is 
as New Jersey’s only rehabilitation facility licensed to work 
with them. This adventure began in 1995 with a severely 
injured, emaciated and dehydrated adult male. The only 
thing left of this cat was a very wild attitude that earned 
him the name of SIR Bob. After major orthopedic surgery 
and six long months of painstaking recovery, SIR Bob was 
successfully released back to the wild.
   Woodlands has had the opportunity to work with 
nine other bobcats. The majority were hit by cars, 
several were non-target animals caught in traps and 
one was an orphaned kitten. Their injuries ranged 
from concussions to broken bones and/or lacerations. 
The ages of these feline patients spanned from 8 
weeks to adult. Treating an injured bobcat is not for 
the faint of heart! 
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The elusive BoBcaT



from the director

AnimAl highlights

During one of the hottest weeks in July, we received a call about an injured, female black bear cub. Being 
the only rehabilitation facility in New Jersey with a license to work with black bears, we prepared for the 
cub’s arrival. Discovered on the roadside by a passing policeman, the cub had an obviously injured leg. 
The Bear Team from New Jersey Division of Fish & Wildlife (NJDFW) retrieved her and brought her 
to Woodlands. Upon intake, her behavior indicated a concussion, as well as a leg injury. Over the next 
few days she was monitored until she recovered enough for a visit to the vet. X-rays taken at The Animal 
Hospital of Clinton-Perryville showed a severe leg fracture needing orthopedic surgery. This procedure 
was scheduled the following day at Crown Veterinary Hospital. After a difficult two hour surgery to 
realign and plate the fractured bone, the bear named Freedom was on her way to recovery. She spent four 

freedom’s steps toward freedom

     Recently, and with the stunning realization that we had already cared for a record breaking 840 wild patients this year, I found a need 
to re-gain perspective. This is sometimes necessary as our work to save wildlife can be emotionally, physically and financially draining. As I 
began a walk through, my first stop was the Infant Care room and I could only smile as I saw infant bunnies weighing just ounces, hiding safe 
and warm under a soft blanket. And the infant chipmunks with their shiny rust color coats and black and white stripes snuggled up with each 
other and the tiny squirrels, all limbs and legs entwined and twitching during squirrel dreams. Turning into the Main Treatment area I was 
greeted by juvenile raccoons churring their hope that I was going feed them. On the other side of the room was a beautiful red fox standing 
on legs that would not support him just a few days prior. As I walked outside I caught a glimpse of our newest and smallest bear cub hiding 
in his “den” but keeping a close watch on me. Moving past Lady Jane (our education lynx) I was met with her usual growl, hiss and spit that 
she reserves only for me.  Around the corner of the barn was a young skunk recovered from injuries and an orphaned woodchuck hiding 

in a hollow log. Squirrels dashed into their nest boxes as I approached and chattered as I passed by. 
These animals would be released soon.  Moving quietly on I watched raccoons ready to be released as 
they chased each other around, jumped  in and out of their water pans, raced up and down logs, in 
and out of their dens  occasionally jumping on each other to give a quick bite and then dash off again.  
One sound from me and they were hiding in their dens in seconds.  I knew they would do well in the 
wild. Approaching the bear enclosure I could see only a big pile of black shiny fur because all 7 cubs 
were laying on one small platform! Once I was noticed there were several bluff charges as the pile broke 
up and they moved off to other areas of the enclosure. It was no longer possible to tell which three 
tiny cubs came in April and I could only barely tell which bear had the leg surgery. I was very pleased 
to see another badly injured cub putting weight on all four of her legs. My final stop was the beaver 
enclosure and there she was floating contentedly, tail stretched out and eating an apple held in her 
front paws. I stood there remembering other animals that came through our doors this year; the infant 
otters that stole our hearts, the many turtles and the eggs from a  snapping turtle that gave up perfect 
little hatchlings, the little cub that did not make it as well as others that we tried hard to save and those 
hundreds we did save. There were so many special animals and moments. 

   I walked away with a renewed resolve to continue to strive to offer the best possible services to our 
wildlife and communities. What we do is very difficult but very important and as more people and animals are in need of our services, 
our very humble budget needs to grow accordingly.  Caring for increasing numbers of broken and orphaned wild patients is hard on our 
resources but since 99% of   these animals arrive as a result of human behavior we remain committed to not turning any away.

Tracy Leaver
Executive Director 

   To have an opportunity to help those who care and to give these animals a second chance is priceless and we cannot do it without you.

Sincerely,

Freedom’s before x-ray.  Photo Tracy Leaver



Did You 
Know? 

weeks in a small enclosure to limit mobility before getting veterinary 
clearance to move to a larger one. During this time Freedom 
recovered quicker than anticipated! She was walking on all 
four legs almost immediately and swatting with the injured 
leg. After another four weeks, she was able to join the other 
four orphaned cubs in our care. They all became familiar 
with each other, and in no time, were one big happy “family”.  
Freedom has recovered so well that we can hardly tell her apart 
from the others now. She and the other cubs will remain in 
our care until next June when they reach their natural age of 
independence and will be released back into the wild where 
they truly belong.

  The ongoing care of Freedom, as well as other cubs in 
our care, can be supported through our Bear Bunch Foster 
Program. You may have received that as a mailing and it can be 
found at our website www.woodlandswildlife.org.

Between January and october more 
than 800 animals have been admitted. 

Beaverly Beaver arrived at 
Woodlands and is pending release 

in 2013! 
Many new reptile patients 
included this milk snake 

 More orphaned chipmunks 
then last year!! 

Box turtles are our most 
common turtle patient!

 Our 7 bear cubs were released 
in June and 9 more are 
currently in our care! 

Infant otters arrived in May, 
a first for Woodlands!  

3 more state endangered bobcats 
were rehabilitated and released! 

Photos by Tracy Leaver, 
Heather Freeman, and 

Melissa Anahory

freedom (continued)

If you find an orphaned or injured wild animal: 
Call Woodlands at 908-730-8300 or 

find a rehabilitator closest to you at www.njawr.org 

Black bears are not true hibernators! In fact, black bears enter a state 
of dormancy called torpor when their heart and respiratory rates slow 
and body temperature drops. Bears may be active all year round.

Freedom, the day after surgery. Photo Tracy Leaver



news & eVents

1)  wildlife sustainer: minimum monthly donation of $15.00 
2) Anniversary Partner: minimum of $25.00 per month in 
honor of our 25 years and counting and includes one General 
Admission Ticket to our Annual Spring For Wildlife Gala. 
3) wildlife champion: minimum of $75.00 per month and 
includes two General Admission Tickets to our annual Spring 
For Wildlife Gala. 
4) second chance society: minimum of $125.00 per month. 
These extraordinary members will receive 2 VIP tickets to our 
Spring For Wildlife Gala and a half page ad in the event program. donating made easy 

Give With iGive
With the holidays just around the corner, 
it is easier than ever to support Woodlands. 

All you have to do is shop at your favorite online store and 
earn money for Woodlands every time! 
Register at www.igive.com/woodlandswildliferefuge. 

woodlands earns with every swipe!
Capital One Visa: Woodlands is proud to offer this unique 
program with Capital One VISA credit cards. Every time you 
make a purchase Woodlands earns a reward Apply now at:
www.cardlabconnect.com/woodlandswildliferefuge

Donna Aragona

Conny Boettcher 
Leslie Dobbins

Alyce Horsch

Lora Muckin
Margaret Murphy

Jayna Tutino

Jan Wiley
Dr. SK Puri 

Foster a wild animal for yourself or someone 
special and make a lasting impact on wildlife 
preservation while helping our organization 
continue to save hundreds of animals  every year. 
Visit our web site at www.woodlandswildlife.org 
to foster now! Take part today and help wildlife 
get a  second chance.

for the Animal lover 
Make a donation in honor or memory of a person 
or pet. Donations can be made securely through 

our website, by phone, or check to P.O. Box 5046 
Clinton, NJ 08809. An acknowledgement will 

be sent to the person letting them know a gift has 
been made in their name.  

gifts for critters
Our Amazon wish list gives you the opportunity to provide our wild 
patients with much needed items! These gifts can be purchased 
and shipped directly to Woodlands right from the comfort of your 
home. Visit Amazon.com, click wish list on the upper right side, 
and search for Woodlands Wildlife Refuge. 

gifts that give

wildlife sustainers 2012

At GiftsThatGive.com shoppers 
purchase upscale products and 

the site donates $1 of every $5 spent to Woodlands! 
Visit GiftsThatGive.com and search for Woodlands 
Wildlife Refuge to start today! Happy Shopping!

Small Amounts Make A Difference! 
It may be easier to give smaller amounts.  Our monthly 
giving program provides a stable flow of support we can 
count on. Our monthly givers receive a special thank you 
in our newsletter and benefits listed below. Simply use the 
enclosed envelope to enroll.

featuring Bear Bunch cub foster

great gift ideas

“This beautifully told tale of compassion will entertain and 
inspire both children and adults. And it will also encourage 
conversations about the importance of caring for wild 
animals, who deserve to share this planet with us. Broke Leg 
Bear demonstrates how saving just one animal at a time can 
truly make a difference.”

                                   Jane Goodall, PhD, DBE

The hard-covered book is illustrated by artist, Key Wilde and 
authored by Loren Spiotta-DiMare. To order your copy of 
Broke LegBear and/or a 9” plush teddy black bear visit our 
online gift shop at www.woodlandswildlife.org or order by 
phone at 908-730-8300 ext 8.

other ways to support woodlands
Become a Business Partner. Please visit 
woodlandswildlife.org/partnerships for complete 
information on the benefits.
Sponsor one of our direct mail appeals Holiday Appeal, 
Baby Shower, Newsletter, Foster Program and your name or 
business will be seen by thousands! Contact us for details.   



news & eVents

harvest on the green  

Broke leg Bear coloring contest
This past summer Woodlands held our first coloring 
contest. Over 50 entries from children ages 6-11 across 
New Jersey were received. Congratulations to our two 
first place winners Eve Malenchek & Taylor Klein!

Woodlands’ 3rd Annual Premier 
Golf Event, Harvest on the Green, 
was held Friday, September 28th. 
Thank you to all our sponsors and 
supporters, with special thanks to 
our dinner sponsor, Custom Alloy 

Corporation; our lunch sponsors, PSE&G and Stop&Shop; and 
our convenience cart sponsor, EisnerAmper. A complete list of 
our event supporters and photos can be found on our website at 
http://woodlandswildlife.org/events.htm
Thanks also go to our players, dinner guests, and “HOG” 
committee, without whom this event would not be possible.

Precious & wild 2012

Woodlands Wildlife Refuge offers a wide array of science 
based education programs for all age groups. Both on 
site and off site programs are available. Programs can 
be modified to fit your specific needs! For full program 
descriptions and pricing visit the education section 
of our website at www.woodlandswildlife.org or call 
908-730-8300 ext 7 to schedule a program today! 

On Friday April 12th, 2013 Woodlands will have 
their 16th Annual Spring For Wildlife FUNdraiser!   
If you are interested in becoming a sponsor or 
would like to donate an auction item, be part 
of our planning committee please contact us at 
908.730.8300, ext. 8 to get involved! 

woodlands’ education Programs

Congratulations to Aimee Swain, this year’s winner of a 
one of a kind 14k gold and sterling silver pendant!
We would like to sincerely thank Roman Jewelers and 
designer Allyson Quaglia for their extreme generosity 
and to all of you who participated in our Precious and 
Wild Raffle. 

eagle scout Project 
This year’s project was planned 
and executed by Boy Scout Ben 
York from Troop 108. Ben spent 
several months planning, gathering 
donations, and building a new, one 
of a kind climbing structure for our 
large bear enclosure. This project 
will provide natural enrichment 
for many years to come. We would 

like to thank Ben for choosing Woodlands for his project 
and look forward to him becoming an Eagle Scout. 

chase community giving contest 
Thank you for 1,370 votes for Woodlands in the 
Chase Community Giving Program. Out of 30,000 
organizations and with only 34 votes to spare, you 
made it possible for Woodlands to receive a $10,000 
grant from JP Morgan Chase Foundation!

Spring
 for 
Wildlife

16th annual Gala & Auction



Volunteer sPotlight

Matthew Kitsch, a quiet 
volunteer with a love for 
skunks, has been with 
Woodlands Wildlife Refuge 
since 2009.  Matt also 
completed a full season as a 
Woodlands intern in 2010. 
Despite being an English 
major with a concentration 
in creative writing at 
Montclair University, he 
has found a way to merge 
his passion for wildlife and 
poetry. Matt said, “What 
compels me most about 
Woodlands is the influence 
that it has had on my 

writing, particularly my poetry. From a young age I recognized that 
writing and animals would be the two driving inspirations of my life 
Woodlands has become a second home where these two passions can 
live together and sustain me.” The skills Matt has learned during his 
time at Woodlands has led him to work with St. Hubert’s Animal 
Welfare Center (North Branch) and pursue a certification as an 
Animal Control Officer. 

     When asked about his most memorable moment at the refuge, 
Matt said it was “the first time I administered subcutaneous fluids to 
a young adult red fox with three broken legs. I put a t-shirt over his 
head, half-climbed into the cage with him, and started the fluids. Just 
as I was about to insert the needle, he pushed the shirt off and lifted 
his head towards me. He looked at me and then the needle and put 
his head back down. He allowed me to kneel over him with no fuss 
for the twenty minutes it took to deliver the fluids.”

     Matt is one of our shift supervisors and he is responsible for 
managing hectic early morning shifts and making sure everyone is 
working as efficiently as possible. Some of his most important skills 
include critical care for infants, administering shots, and fluid 
therapy. He is a very selfless individual, dedicating his only days off 
from work to volunteering at the refuge and he often stays past his 4 

hour shift requirement.  He often goes beyond traditional volunteer 
duties to help with special projects, such as creating enrichment 
activities for the animals. In 2011, Matt donated a total of over 400 
hours of service and we could not be more grateful for his gift of time. 
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neshanic station
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new Brunswick
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Heather Conrad
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Alexa Coules
Lynne Lauck
George Lauck
Talisa Velez
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Karina Grau

rhode island
Andrea Meau

three Bridges
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Suzanne Anderson

Alexa Berko
Delaware Valley College
Doylestown, Pennsylvania

tom coates
Susquehanna University
Selinsgrove, Pennsylvania 

melanie desch
SUNY College of Environmen-
tal Science and Forestry
Syracuse, NY 13210

eileen gorash
Rutgers University
New Brunswick, New Jersey

Allison greulich
Delaware Valley College
Doylestown, Pennsylvania

Alexandra hall
Rutgers University
New Brunswick, New Jersey

elizabeth rouillard
Gettysburg College
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 

nina stachura
Delaware Valley College
Doylestown, Pennsylvania

2012 Volunteers 

woodlAnds wildlife refuge seeKs Volunteers & interns!  
find out more at www.woodlandswildlife.org

2012 interns Thank You!



2012 Volunteers 

in APPreciAtion

Fox LeveL PartnershiP $5,000

woodlands wildlife refuge inc.  
Annual Business Partnerships  
partners in wildlife preservation 
The Woodlands Wildlife Refuge Business Partnership is designed to build long term, 
meaningful relationships with area businesses. An alliance with Woodlands will provide a 
number of benefits to your company, including helping to: bolster employee morale, meet 
philanthropic goals, demonstrate your commitment to social responsibility, and promote 
a positive image in your community. Please visit woodlandswildlife.org/partnerships for 
complete information on the benefits of  becoming a business partner.

A sincere thank you to our Annual Business Partners:
raccoon LeveL PartnershiP $2,500

turtLe LeveL PartnershiP $1,000

Special thanks 
•  Our volunteers!  
Thank you for your gift of time.

• Dr. Keith Ross and staff at the 

   Animal Hospital Clinton-Perryville 

•  New Jersey Division of Fish  
and Wildlife Bear Team

•  Margo for Animals

• Hawk Pointe Foundation

• Landsberger Foundation

• PSE&G Foundation

• KASTIA Foundation

• Exxon Mobil

• The E.D. Foundation 

• The Schamann Brozowski 

   Foundation

• Crown Veterinary Hospital and Dr. 
   Wendy Ross for performing 

   Freedom Bear’s surgery

•   Everyone who cared enough to

   help save a wild animal

•  Those who gave any donation of  
any kind. We are truly grateful.

Tracks Toward the Future  
Campaign Contributors

Our sincerest thanks to:
Bernice Barbour Foundation, Medical Care Fund
Catherine Chou & Joe Carannante,  
 Nest and Annual Funds
Deborah Hirt, Nest Fund and Annual Fund
Deb Welaish-Sutphen, Nest and Annual Funds
Deborah Weyman, Nest and Education Fund
Jeff Welaish & Christyn Olmstead, Nest Fund
Joan & Paul Ausmann, Nest Fund
Karen Bowker & Fernando Batista,  
 Nest, Education, and Annual Funds
Kevin Sullivan, Nest Fund
KL Electric, Nest and Education Funds
Marc Holzapfel & Debbie Mans, Nest Fund 
Susan & Stan Bennett, Nest Fund and Annual Fund
Please contact us to learn how you can become involved.

wildlife control specialists, llc



Our Mission 
To receive, rehabilitate, and release injured 

and orphaned native wildlife. 
To educate people about wild animal habits and habitats. 

To protect and create natural environments where 
people and animals exist in harmony.

Board of Directors  
Deb Weyman, President 

Deb Welaish-Sutphen, Vice-President
Joan Ausmann, Secretary

Karen L. Bowker, Treasurer 
Lora Muckin, Board Member

Jean Churchill, Board Member
Cynthia Salus, Board Member
Ruth Coules, Board Member
Margo Biblin, Board Member
Jayna Tutino, Board Member

Staff 
Tracy Leaver, Executive Director

Melissa Anahory, Program and Operations Assistant
Heather Freeman, 

Wildlife Care and Volunteer Supervisor

Woodlands Wildlife Refuge, Inc.®
P.O. Box 5046 • Clinton, NJ 08809

908.730.8300
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