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Wild About Education 

off an animal they are trying to help is positive and most 
likely shared with friends and neighbors and in no time we 
may have an entire street educated. 

Several years ago, our generous donors made it possible for 
Woodlands to renovate space that has become our Education 
Center for community and school group programs. 
This area includes informative posters, skeletons and 
skulls, photographs, books and much, much more. Most 
importantly this is where our education animals live. These 
include Roomba, a sulcata tortoise, Lady Jane, a Canadian 
lynx, Rosie, a striped skunk, Tank an eastern box turtle and 
Helen, a grey squirrel. Grace, a non releasable black bear 
and some other animals can be visited by cameras set up 
on their enclosures. Some of our education animals, while 
not native, were found in New Jersey and they offer us the 
opportunity to tell their story and teach about wildlife trade 
and inappropriate wildlife pets. Caring for hundreds of 
animals of many species—from bats to bears to turtles—each 
year and having education animals places Woodlands in a 
unique position to share its work and knowledge with a broad 
audience. Recently our education committee developed 
several science based programs that can be scheduled 
throughout the year both on and off site. This information 
can be found in our Education Program Brochure at 
woodlandswildlife.org. We remain committed to this very 
important element of our mission.

This fawn is not abandoned. It will lie perfectly still for hours  
waiting for its mother to return. Photo by Rich Woods

If only they knew it was normal for the doe to leave her fawn curled up 
quiet and safe. If only they knew that the mother raccoon could be easily 
convinced to move her infants out of the attic. If only they knew the dead 
tree was home to several wild families. If only they knew how delightful 
the garbage smelled to the sow and cubs that were so hungry in the spring. 
If only they knew the opossum hit on the road had a pouch full of babies. 
If only they knew...then hundreds of wild lives could be spared.

An important element of our mission at Woodlands is: 
“to educate people about wild animal habits and habitats.” 
Learning about wildlife fosters appreciation for and  
ensures the future of this precious natural resource we are 
lucky to have in abundance.

For most of us, the fall season brings back memories of 
new notebooks, new shoes, and the feelings excitement and 
anticipation of starting the new school year. You may find 
yourself sharing those memories with your own family this 
fall. You can’t help but agree this season still reminds us 
about the importance of curiosity and learning and starting 
new again. At Woodlands, this means a renewed commitment 
to provide this service to the community and a new start 
for hundreds of wild animals that are released back to their 
“school”—the wild. 

A wildlife rehabilitation facility like Woodlands is the ideal 
educator. Every time someone walks through our door with an 
animal in need or calls for advice, we take the opportunity to 
educate.  From the skunk in a window well to the hit by car fox 
with the broken leg no question or concern is insignificant.

Of the nearly 900 animals expected to be treated at our  
facility in 2010, around 98% will arrive as a result of 
human-wildlife interaction.  Some will arrive by animal 
control officers, Fish and Wildlife officers or other wildlife 
organizations. But, the majority of the animals—from the 
tiniest mouse or the hundreds of orphaned bunnies and 
squirrels or the many litters of raccoon infants simply 
arrive daily by way of concerned residents who care 
enough to give these living creatures a second chance. The 
learning experience one has when taking the time to drop 
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As we prepare for our 25th Anniversary in 2011, many of our 
long time supporters are already aware of our plans to expand 
Woodlands Wildlife Refuge to accommodate the growing needs 
in NJ’s wildlife and human communities. Our 1.5 million 
dollar campaign, Tracks Toward the Future, has immediate 
needs to expand in the area of Education. Growing demand for 
programs, and our national and international recognition for 
successful rehabilitation of wildlife in a state where the human 
population density is so high, combined with an established 
education program, places our organization in a unique 
position to take the next step. This would be an expansion 
of our current programming to educate school children 
statewide, including urban areas.  School budgets have been 
slashed and bus trips may be a thing of the past. Woodlands 
would like to offer schools the chance to experience “wildlife 
in the classroom” with a dedicated educator and meaningful 
programming to help inspire future wildlife veterinarians, 
wildlife rehabilitators or environmentalists. They would help 
us carry on our mission “to educate people about wild animal 
habits and habitats” into the future.  

From ThE dirEcTor

Executive Director, Tracy Leaver, with Rosie the skunk.

Almost twenty five years ago taking care of wildlife was simply a hobby 
of sorts. Something that always seemed to find me that I was passion-
ate about. Those innocent wild creatures so affected by human activity  
always stole my heart and found me in need of helping them. Like most, 
I wanted to “keep them” where I knew they would be safe but begrudg-
ingly released them with great anxiety. Then I became educated about 
wildlife rehabilitation. Once that door opened there was no return. I 
learned of an entire field of both professionals and lay persons that de-
vote their lives to helping wildlife. I learned a deeper respect for the 
wild spirit that quickly replaced the need to keep something. I learned 
the joy of truly caring about a wild animal and simply giving it a second 
chance to be that wild animal. I learned the extent of what we do as 
people to make it easy for wildlife to live in close proximity but then do 
not understand or respect their simple needs to survive. I learned that 
educating others is imperative to create an understanding of the habits 

and habitats of wildlife so that they can be enjoyed versus disliked as part of our landscape. I keep learning and hope I never stop.

Through the consistent support of you our donors my passion of caring for and learning about wildlife grew into Wood-
lands Wildlife Refuge, an organization that now cares for hundreds of animals each year and educates hundreds of people 
each year. Our education element is as critical to helping our wildlife as the daily care they receive while at Woodlands. 
Together, we can save many, many wild lives before they ever need our help.

Through our Tracks Toward the Future Campaign’s education component, the generous support and early confidence of our 
donors, ExxonMobil and the Landsberger Foundation, Woodlands is setting the foundation for the next generation of  Wildlife 
Education. We remain passionate about creating a better understanding of our wild neighbors and welcome your involvement.

As always, I thank you for your generosity. Please know that we could not be without you.

Tracy Leaver

AnimAl highlighTs

Weighing in at a total of 3.5 pounds, 3 infant cubs (just a few days 
old!) were lifted from their brush pile den by a 44,000 pound 
hydraulic excavator and unceremoniously dumped atop a 35 foot 

high pile of debris. As they 
tumbled to the ground, the 
machine operator noticed 
“something” and got out to 
investigate. The work was 
immediately stopped and 
the cubs placed near the 
now destroyed den, in hopes 
their mother would return. 
By dusk they were cold and 

wet, and there was no sign that mom had returned. The tiny cubs 
were taken in and warmed up and their journey to Woodlands began. 

no Winter Break! 

Photo by Tracy Leaver



AnimAl highlighTs

A skunk’s spray is an oily liquid produced by 
glands under its large tail. As it’s only defense 
skunks can spray even before their eyes are 
open. Before deploying this scent bomb, a 
skunk gives fair warning by stomping its front 
feet before it turns around and blasts its foe 
with a foul mist that can travel as far as ten feet! 

At Woodlands we use a “skunk spray recipe”  
to remove the scent: 

• ¼ cup of Baking Soda
• 1 quart of Hydrogen Peroxide
• a splash of Dawn dish detergent 

Stirred not shaken! Apply liberally.

Did You 
Know? 

Incredibly, the 
infant cubs had 
suffered only 
minor scrapes and 
abrasions. Too 
young to regulate 
their own body 
temperatures, they 
were placed in an 
incubator with 
a large stuffed bear as a “surrogate mom”. Initially the cubs 
received formula every 4 hours and as they progressed, feeding 
times decreased while the amount of formula increased. After 
6 weeks, the cub’s eyes were open and they began to stand and 
play with each other and weighed between 2.5 and 3.5 pounds 
each and were a very healthy bunch. Plans began to foster these 
cubs into a winter den with a surrogate Mom.

Field work was conducted by the NJ Division of Fish and 
Wildlife’s Bear Team to find a radio collared mother bear with 
a litter to which these cubs could be fostered. Fostering infant 
cubs is often successful and was the best hope for these cubs. 
The perfect Mom was found and amazingly she turned out to 
be a bear Woodlands received as an orphan several years ago and 
was successfully released. 

Teams from both Woodlands and the Division of Fish and 
Wildlife set out to give these little ones a new family. The cubs 
were bundled into a carrier and transported to the den site where 
the adult female had been carefully sedated. While her cubs were 
weighed and given an overall check up I took the opportunity to 
“visit” with her and revel in the magic of seeing this former wild 
patient of ours. She was beautiful with her memorable super 
shiny black fur and weighed a healthy den weight of 216. Her 
cubs weighed in the same as their new siblings to be. It seemed 
to be a perfect arrangement as we placed all cubs next to Mom 
and watched them snuggled deep into her warm fur and go to 
sleep. It was as if they were finally “home.”

Six weeks later she emerged from the den with all cubs in tow 
playing in the brush and climbing the trees. She had done an 
excellent job raising her larger than intended family!

Between January and october more 
than 800 animals have been admitted. 

An endangered adult male bobcat 
stayed a brief 3 days and was 
released with satellite collar as part 
of NJ’s Endangered and Non-
Game Species research program.

Our eight 2009 bear cubs were 
released! This included Isobear, a 
cub that had suffered severe head 
trauma and underwent intensive 
physical therapy.

Eight opossums known lovingly 
as the Clydesdales!

A 26 pound beaver! 

Foxes everywhere! Turtles galore! This year 
Woodlands cared for more turtles 
of many species than ever before. 

Digger, at left, our education woodchuck—changed 
his mind, became wild and was released.

Not pictured:
•  An orphaned mink was cared for and released  
and his release can be seen on our Facebook page.

•  Seven new cubs including one less than 4 pounds. 

Photo by Tracy Leaver

Photos by Tracy Leaver and Lex Hubert



nEWs & EvEnTs

holiday shopping  
Benefits Woodlands! 
With the holidays just around the corner, it is easier than ever to 
support Woodlands. All you have to do is shop at your favorite 
stores and earn money for Woodlands every time! It’s that simple 
—no extra paperwork, no extra donations. Here’s how you can  
make this happen: 

igive: An online portal to your favorite 
retailers such as Amazon, Staples, Home 
Depot, Expedia, Toys R Us, Ebay, and 
hundreds more. Every time you purchase 

an item for business or home, Woodlands automatically receives 
between 1-5% of your purchase amount. Each time you search 
for an item, Woodlands also benefits. iGive provides a tool bar, 
special online coupons, and comprehensive tracking so you can 
see how your on-line activities benefit Woodlands throughout the 
year. Woodlands staff and friends have tested the iGive site and 
the average annual donations are $30 to $50 per year per person.  
This equates to a week’s worth of fruits and vegetables for a litter 
of wild orphans. What a wonderful way to give—it’s easy and free to 
sign up! Don’t wait—register today at www.iGive.com.  

capital one visa: Spread the 
word with every swipe. Woodlands  
is proud to offer this unique program 
with Capital One VISA credit cards. 
Select from three unique designs 
chosen by Woodlands’ volunteers 
that honor successful releases. 
When you sign up and make your 
first purchase, Woodlands receives 
a one time $50 donation. Cash 
back rewards to Woodlands are 2% 
for gas and food and 1% for most 
other purchases with a select few 
up to 10%. Every time you make 
a purchase you will be reminded 
of the important role you play 
in supporting Woodlands. Apply 

for this very special card today at www.CardLabConnect.com/
woodlandswildliferefuge.

Precious & Wild 2010 
For a second year, Woodlands 
held a Precious and Wild raffle. 
Roman Jeweler’s designer 
Allyson Quaglia once again 
generously created a unique 
Circle of Life fox pendant 
in honor of Woodlands. 
The winner, Jill Heck, was 
presented with the piece at our 
Open House held on August 
14th. We sincerely thank 
Roman Jewelers and Allyson 
for their incredible generosity.

Friend Us on                 ! 
Woodlands Wildlife Refuge has joined the world of Facebook! 
Become a fan of Woodlands and stay up to date year round 
with upcoming events, photos, and more! Visit us at  
www.facebook.com/woodlandswildliferefuge 

Precious & Wild Winner Jill Heck.
Photo by Melissa Anahory

The roman Jewelers  
Wedding contest!

This year, Woodlands 
Wildlife Refuge was honored 
to be chosen as one of the 
ten participating charitable 
partners in the Roman 
Jewelers Wedding Contest. 
For eight weeks the finalist 
couples raised money and 
awareness for their charities. 
Woodlands is proud to have 
been partnered with our 
engaged finalists, Lisa Rice 
and Patrick Cashin of Perth 
Amboy, New Jersey. 

Over the course of the 
contest, Lisa and Patrick 
worked extremely hard to 
raise funds and awareness 

for Woodlands Wildlife Refuge. Their fundraising plan titled 
“Wild About Woodlands” consisted of artists decorating wooden 
bear or skunk silhouettes, 
putting them on display and 
then auctioned off. Lisa and 
Patrick raised $4,500 for 
Woodlands Wildlife Refuge 
and we are thankful to have 
been a part of their journey. 

Patrick Cashin (left), and Lisa Rice 
(right), with Executive Director Tracy 
Leaver, photo by Melissa Anahory

Bear designed by Sarah Panetta, 
Photo by Deb Welaish-Sutphen



nEWs & EvEnTs

halloween on The green 
Woodlands Premier golf outing and dinner

Woodlands Wildlife Refuge 
hosted our first annual 
“Halloween On The Green” 
golf event on Friday October 
22, 2010 at the Beaver Brook 
Country Club in Annandale, 
New Jersey. Special prize 
opportunities included a 

choice of a golfing trip to Scotland or Ireland and a Harley 
Davidson Motorcycle! 

We would like to recognize Deb Welaish Sutphen (Chair) and Jean 
Churchill (Co-Chair) and all of the other volunteer members of 
the “Halloween On The Green” committee for all of their hard 
work and dedication in planning and executing this event. 

A special thank you to our event sponsors:

Rick Vanderpool, Financial Advisor, Ameriprise Financial

The sharing Advantage 
Program—with Wells Fargo 
If you are in the market to refinance your home, consider doing so 
through the Sharing Advantage program of Wells Fargo. Each time 
a customer closes a home purchase or refinance loan, Wells Fargo 
will make a $300 contribution to the non-profit organization of 
your choice. 

monthly giving! 
Our new monthly giver’s program, Wildlife sustainers, is a 
wonderful way to make a monthly gift that provides a stable flow 
of support helping us continue to save our precious wildlife. Our 
monthly giving program is paperless and as low as $15 per month. 

As we approach our 25th Anniversary Year in 2011, Woodlands 
Wildlife Refuge is introducing THREE very special levels of 
leadership giving for our supporters:

1) In honor of our 25 years, our Anniversary Partner level begins 
at $25 per month. These partners will be invited to our newly 
launched donor reception, taking place on a special summer 
evening alongside our wild friends at Woodlands.

2) Our Wildlife champion level begins at $62.50 per month 
and includes the donor reception, a special thank you in our fall 
newsletter, and two VIP tickets to our annual Mardi Gras Gala. 

3) In celebration of our 25th Anniversary is our most beneficial 
level—the second chance society at $208 per month or $2500. 
These extraordinary members will receive an invitation to the 
donor reception, 6 VIP tickets to our Mardi Gras Gala and a half 
page ad space in the Mardi Gras program. 

Fox Lumber
Easy Breezes, Inc.
Lora Muckin–EisnerAmper
Van Doren Oil
Ron and Martha Subber 

Animerge
Heidi Shore 
Two Buttons 
Tramontin Harley-Davidson
Newark Star Ledger

A great  
gift idea!
Foster a wild animal for 
yourself or someone special 
and make a lasting impact on 
wildlife preservation while 
helping our organization 
continue to save hundreds 

of animals every year. Visit our web site at  
www.woodlandswildlife.org to foster now! Take part 
today and help wildlife get a  second chance.

donation receipt Announcement
With the ever increasing cost of postage Woodlands will abide by 
IRS requirements and send written receipts only for donations of 
$250 and more. This will save hundreds of dollars each year that 
can be used for animal care. Our email receipts will continue. If 
you need anything else simply let us know and we will be happy to 
provide it. Thank you for understanding.

Woodlands turns 25 in 2011! 
check our web site and Facebook page all  

year long for our anniversary celebrations!



volUnTEEr sPoTlighT
Suzanne Anderson, a seven 
year veteran of Woodlands 
Wildlife Refuge, knows the 
importance of volunteer 
work. As the Regional 
Coordinator of volunteers 
for the American Red Cross, 
Suzanne’s leadership skills are 
a huge asset to Woodlands. 
Whether it be training new 
volunteers and interns, or 
educating the public, she 
enjoys spreading her passion 
for Woodlands to others. 

In her many years 
here, Suzanne has gone 

above and beyond the duties of a regular volunteer. For the 
past 3 years Suzanne has been a critical part of the refuge’s 

Response Team, responding to calls 7 days a week regarding 
animal questions and concerns. She is also highly trained in 
administering shots, fluids, critical care, and is deemed a shift 
leader on her weekend shifts.  

Many animals have come and gone throughout the years but 
one special animal, “ISO bear”, was a particularly rewarding 
experience for Suzanne. ISO bear was a cub that arrived at 
Woodlands in 2009 with severe head trauma. He required 
extensive physical therapy and critical care, but was released 
this past summer as a fully functional yearling. As Suzanne 
put it, “the rehabbing of ISO Bear is up there as the most 
rewarding--and how everyone worked together to give him 
fluids, repositioning him, then walking and exercising him for 
several weeks. To see ISO bear regain the use of his limbs and 
eventually be released—that’s what WWR is all about.”

In 2009 Suzanne donated over 500 hours and we could not  
be more thankful for her gift of time. 

Suzanne, feeding one of this year’s 
tiniest of cubs. Photo by Karen Meyer

Annandale
Susan Clerico 
Mary Genco 
Dodie Leggio

Bangor, PA 
Lauren Mangan

Bloomsbury 
Jonetta Williams

Califon 
Peggy Koch

Clinton 
Abbie Alleman 
Kelly Sorochinski 
Joel Youngblood

Easton, PA 
Jackie Cortright

Edison, NJ 
Raghav Murthy

Frenchtown 
Maureen Bockes 
Lexis Hubert  
Deb Welaish-Sutphen

Flemington 
Keith Novak 
Jennifer Proctor

Glen Gardner 
Gloria McNally

Hackettstown 
Dara Meyer

Hampton 
Renee Falzarano 
Mina Songer

High Bridge 
Eric Brodean

Hillsborough 
Karen Meyer

Lebanon
Shayne Arietta  
Matt Klitsch 
Stephanie Maretta

Milford 
Linda Kiesel 
Mandie Masley

Neshanic Station 
Nicole Herbert

New Brunswick 
Susan Whatley

Palisades Park 
Dara Hofstadter 

Pequannock 
Kerry Heck

Piscataway, NJ 
Mary Mills

Pittstown 
Joan Ausmann 
Alexa Coules 
Lynne Lauck 
Talisa Velez 
Sharon Wong

Stockton 
Cynthia Gale

Three Bridges 
Ellen Wexler

Whitehouse Station 
Suzanne Anderson

laura Andersen
University of Findlay  
Findlay, Ohio

corinne davis
University of Delaware 
Newark, Delaware

lauren Ebersbach
Northeastern University  
Boston, Massachusetts 

Abby gelb
Pennsylvania State University 
University Park, Pennsylvania

matt Klitsch
Montclair State University  
Montclair, New Jersey

rita Kupershteyn
Rutgers University 
New Brunswick, New Jersey

Joren madsen
Drew University  
Madison, New Jersey

marissa magura 
Adelphi University 
Long Island, New York 

Taniyah Parker
Rutgers University 
New Brunswick, New Jersey

gabrielle Passarella
University of Nebraska 
Lincoln, Nebraska

Emma rando
University of Delaware 
Newark, Delaware 

sarah sherwood
Marist College 
Poughkeepsie, New York

valda Urbonaite
Drew University 
Madison, New Jersey

2010 volUnTEErs 2010 inTErns 

Thank You!

Woodlands Wildlife Refuge Seeks Volunteers & Interns!  
Find out more at www.woodlandswildlife.org



in APPrEciATion

Fox LeveL PartnershiP $5,000

Woodlands Wildlife refuge inc.  
Annual Business Partnerships 
partners in wildlife preservation 
The Woodlands Wildlife Refuge Business Partnership is designed to build long term, 
meaningful relationships with area businesses. An alliance with Woodlands will provide a 
number of benefits to your company, including helping to: bolster employee morale, meet 
philanthropic goals, demonstrate your commitment to social responsibility, and promote 
a positive image in your community. Please visit woodlandswildlife.org/partnerships for 
complete information on the benefits of  becoming a business partner.

A sincere thank you to our Annual Business Partners:

raccoon LeveL PartnershiP $2,500

Amper, Polizitiner and mattia
Kl Electrical contractors

turtLe LeveL PartnershiP $1,000

Wildlife control specialists, llc
Pat schriver

Wachovia  
Wells Fargo 
Foundation

Special thanks 
•  Our volunteers!  
Thank you for your gift of time.

•  Dr. Felecia Niebojeski and Dr. 
Bill Alyward at the Animal Hospi-
tal of Clinton-Perryville for their 
generosity,time and dedication to 
helping us care for and rehabilitate 
our animal patients.

•  New Jersey Division of Fish  
and Wildlife Bear Team

•  This year’s printing provided  
by Ricoh Americas Corporation

•   Everyone who cared enough  
to help save a wild animal

•  Our fabulous release sites!

• Cestone Foundation

• Hawk Pointe Foundation

• Wachovia Wells Fargo Foundation

• Landsberger Foundation

• PSE&G Foundation

•  Those who gave any donation of  
any kind. We are truly grateful.

Tracks Toward the Future  
Campaign Contributors

Our sincerest thanks to:
Bernice Barbour Foundation, Medical Care Fund
Catherine Chou & Joe Carannante,  
 Nest and Annual Funds
Deborah Hirt, Nest Fund
Deb Welaish-Sutphen, Nest Fund
Deborah Weyman, Nest and Education Fund
Jeff Welaish & Christyn Olmstead, Nest Fund
Joan & Paul Ausmann, Nest Fund
Karen Bowker & Fernando Batista,  
 Nest, Education, and Annual Funds
Kevin Sullivan, Nest Fund
KL Electric, Nest and Education Funds
Marc Holzapfel & Debbie Mans, Nest Fund 
Susan & Stan Bennett, Nest Fund
Please contact us to learn how you can become involved.



Don’t Rush!
It may not be orphaned at all. Wild young must go out and 
about with Mom in order to learn how to make it on their 
own. Mom may not be in sight when you come along.

Observe and Think!
Gather as much information as possible about the 
animal. What kind is it? What size is it? Is there blood 
or flies? Is it moving? Are the eyes open? Is it making 
noises? Is it plump and round or scrawny and thin?

Leave the Area
If there are no apparent injuries leave the area for a 
while. This will give you a chance to call for advice and it 
will give the wild Mom a chance to retrieve her young.

Return
With the advice you have been given, you can now 
safely do what is best for both the animal and yourself.

What to do if You Find an  
orphaned or injured Animal

Our Mission
To receive, rehabilitate, and release injured  

and orphaned native wildlife.

To educate people about wild animal habits and habitats.

To protect and create natural environments  
where people and animals exist in harmony.

Board of Directors 
Deb Weyman, President 

Catherine Chou, Vice President 
Joan Ausmann, Secretary 
Karen Bower, Treasurer 

Deb Welaish Sutphen
 

Staff
Tracy Leaver, Executive Director 

Melissa Anahory, Program and Operations Assistant 
Danny Mendez, Wildlife Care and Volunteer Supervisor

Woodlands Wildlife Refuge, Inc.

P.O. Box 5046 • Clinton, NJ 08809

John Mount 
Marc Holzapfel 

Christine Hinton 
Lora Muckin 

Printing provided by Ricoh Americas Corporation

On Friday April 1, 2011 Woodlands will have their 
14th Annual Mardi Gras Gala FUNdraiser!

If you are interested in becoming a sponsor or 
would like to donate an auction item, be part 
of our planning committee please contact us at 
908-730-8300, ext 8 to get involved!

save the date


